206_____________________Sri Raghavend

'You will have to render a help to me, will you i
that?.....'

'Me helping you, Swami?....'
'Yes, Benagappa........'

'Please tell me, Swami. I am waiting for such <
opportunity and am only too eager to fulfil that desire
yours.'

'Next time, when Sri Rayaru gives you darshan, y(
will have to speak to him on my behalf.'

'What are you telling me Swami! You are the or
adorning the seat that Sri Raghavendra had glorified I
his occupancy and you want me to speak to him for yo
sake!.......'

'Yes, Benagappa! I am too eager to have darshan'
the Swami. You will have to tell him this.'

Benagappa was dumbfounded, on hearing this.
'I say, why are you not responding?.....'

1 shall place your request before Sri Rayan
Swami,' said Benagappa and left for his village, aft<
paying respects to the peetadhipathi.

Benagappa was overwhelmed by the thought th<
he was to talk to the Swami on behalf of no less a perso
than the pontiff of the Sri Mutt and was eagerly waiting f(
the following Thursday.

Sri Bhuvanendra too, like Benagappa, was awaitin
the momentous occasion, with avidity and expectation.

Came the next Thursday! Benagappa was preser
at Mantralaya and Sri Raghavendra made hi